Objectives: The purpose of this study was to present the clinical practice guidelines for breast cancer through the analysis of existing clinical practice guidelines in Western and Chinese medicine.
Regional lymph nodes (N) N X -Regional lymph nodes cannot be assessed (for example, previously removed). N O -No regional lymph node metastasis N1 -Metastases to moveable ipsilateral level, I, Ⅱ axillary lymph node (s) N2 -Metastases in ipsilateral level I, Ⅱ axillary lymph nodes that are clinically fixed or matted; or in clinically detected ipsilateral internal mammary nodes in the absence of clinically evident axillary lymph node metastases. N2a -Metastases in ipsilateral level I, Ⅱ axillary lymph nodes fixed to one another (matted) or to other structures N2b -Metastases only in clinically detected ipsilateral internal mammary nodes and in the absence of clinically evident level I, Ⅱ axillary lymph node metastases N3 -Metastases in ipsilateral infraclavicular (level Ⅲ axillary) lymph node (s) with or without level I, Ⅱ axillary lymph node involvement; or in clinically detected ipsilateral internal mammary lymph node (s) with clinically evident level I, Ⅱ axillary lymph node metastases; or metastases in ipsilateral supraclavicular lymph node (s) with or without axillary or internal mammary lymph node involvement N3a -Metastases in ipsilateral infraclavicular lymph node (s) N3b -Metastases in ipsilateral internal mammary lymph node (s) and axillary lymph node (s) N3c -Metastases in ipsilateral supraclavicular lymph node (s) Distant metastases (M) M0 -No clinical or radiographic evidence of distant metastases cM0 (i+) -No clinical or radiographic evidence of distant metastases, but deposits of molecularly or microscopically detected tumor cells in circulating blood, bone marrow, or other nonregional nodal tissue that are no larger than 0.2 mm in a patient without symptoms or signs of metastases. M1 -Distant detectable metastases as determined by classic clinical and radiographic means and/or histologically proven larger than 0.2 mm Stage 0  Tis  N0  M0  IA  T1  N0  M0   IB  T0  N1mi  M0  T1  N1mi  M0   ⅡA   T0  N1  M0  T1  N1  M0  T2  N0  M0   ⅡB  T2  N1  M0  T3  N0  M0   ⅢA   T0  N2  M0  T1  N2  M0  T2  N2  M0  T3  N1  M0  T3  N2  M0   ⅢB   T4  N0  M0  T4  N1  M0  T4  N2  M0  ⅢC  Any T  N3  M0  Ⅳ Any T Any N M1 
